Chicago Tribune (Chicago, lllinois) - Wed, Nov 8, 1989 - Page 167

Continued from page 1
seemed to focus his sexual atten-

tions on younger children, those
from 10 to 13 ycars old.

“] saw him do things to kids at
almost every campout,” one 15-
year-old boy said.

If convicted, Hacker could face
a prison term of up to 60 years,
but if the 10-man, 2-woman jury
finds him not guilty for reasons of
insanily, any disposition would be
left to the judge’s discretion.

Hacker was arrested on Feb. 10,
1988, on charges that he sexually

asaulted at least three Scouts in.

his troop over a period of nearly
four years. Two months later he
was charged with attacks on at
least 11 boys, all between the ages
of 10 and 14 when the incidents

began.
Despite convictions on sex-relat-

_ed charges in Indiana in 1970 and

lllinois in 1971, Hacker hid his

" past for almost a decade and be-

came a youth leader in the south-
west suburbs.

In 1970, Hacker, then a junior
high school teacher in Indianapo-
lis, was convicted of a sexual as-
sault on a 14-year-old boy.

Hacker’s name was then sup-
posed to have been placed on a

national “banned-for-life” list of
adults considered unfit for work
with the Boy Scouts, But Chicago
Boy Scout officials said annual
computer checks of Hacker’s
name never turned up the 1970
incident, ;

At the initial bond hearing, the
Cook County state’s attorney’s of-
fice said Hacker had been arrested
in Mt. Prospect in 1971 on
charges of taking indecent liberties
with a child and had received
year of court supervision, d

Hacker resigned as leader of Boy
Scout Troop 1600 at St. Louis de
Montfort Church in Oak Lawn
about three months before he was
arrested. He quit the park district
n January, 1988.




