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Three Men Indicted On Sodomy Charges

The Marion County Grand
jury yesterday returned a total
of eight indictments against
| three men accused of enticing
i| Eastside boys into acts of
sexual perversion in what
police described as a sicken-
ing sex ring.”

Indicted on charges of
sodomy were Donald L.
Strange, 30 years old, 4619
East 10th Street; Robert E.
Schmidt, 46, 1349 North La-
Salle Street, and Raymond A.
Hardy, 52, 1501 North Grant
Avenue,

POLICE SAID Strange and
Schmidt used the Strange Sign
Shop, 4619 East 10th Street,

as their headquarters,

Hardy was not involved
with Schmidt or Strange, but
is alleged to have participated
in perverted acts with many of
the youngsters who visited the
sign shop.

Schmidt and Strange were
arrested Feb. 12 after a 13-
year-old boy, who knew of the
activities at the sign shop but
was not involved, became
angry at his younger brother
and told their parents about
younger boy’s visits to the
sign shop.

Within a short time, police
said, the investigation spread
to involve more than 50

youngsters from School 62,
940 North Wallace Avenue;
Little Flower Catholic School,
1401 North Bosart Avenue,
and Arsenal Technical High
School.
Hardy was
18

SCHMIDT WAS revealed to
be a parolee from the Illinois
State Penitentiary at Joliet,
where he served six years of a
15-to-20-year term for commit-

arrested Feb.

‘ting a sex act against a child.

Shortly after his arrest here,
Schmidt attempted suicide by
drinking photographic devel-
oping chemical, police said. He
since has recovered.

Detectives William E. Kai-
ser and Hartwell Jarvis, who
made the investigation, termed
it “a sickening sex ring.” The
police said many of the
youngsters were enticed into
the sign shop on the pretext of
seeing a magic show and then
became involved in perversion.

Police confiscated several
rolls of movie film, developed
and undeveloped, and numer-
ous photographs and color
slides of young boys in vari-
ous stages of undress.

The grand jury returned
three indictments each against
Strange and Schmidt and two
against Hardy.




